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Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS)

AMURT hopes to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Myanmar Ministry of Education soon to 
sponsor and build 20 TLSes or temporary schools, each capable of holding up to 50 children.  About 1,600 
schools throughout the affected delta area were destroyed or damaged in the cyclone, leaving hundreds of 
thousands of children without access to education facilities and services.  The objective in building TLSes is 
to get the children back into schools as soon as possible to provide them with some form of normalcy in 
their lives after the trauma of the cyclone devastation.

The 20 TLSes AMURT proposes to sponsor will serve 1,037 elementary and middle school children.  All are 
located in 9 villages in Dedaye Township where almost all schools have been totally destroyed by the 
cyclone.  Toilet facilities will also be provided, and where necessary flooring as well.  AMURT’s TLS design 
gives priority to the use of local building materials.  Construction will be supervised by local civil engineers 
and field workers to ensure quality of materials and labour.  Total cost for all 20 structures is estimated at 
about USD40,000/- (RM132,000/-) or an average of USD2,000/- (RM6,600/-) per school.



Child Friendly Spaces (CFSes)

AMURT is facilitating a Child Friendly Space program which will be conducted by local operators.  This 6-
month program which caters to children aged between 3 and 6 years old and will include informal 
education, trauma healing, playgroup activity and supplementary feeding (1 cooked lunch a day and BP5 
multi-nutrient biscuits). 

The CFS structures will consist of a wooden frame with a coated tin roof and cement flooring.  Work is 
currently underway on the construction of 4 CFSes in 4 villages in the Dedaye township – Chaung Gyi (60 
children), Kyun Chin (49 children), Lay Yua (40 children) and Lake Kyun (50 children).  

We have started the enrollment procedure and the response has been exceptional and beyond 
expectations!  In two of the communities, we have more than 50 little candidates anxiously waiting for 
opening day!  In the other two villages, registration is still ongoing at a brisk pace.



Distribution of Food Items 

AMURT is sponsoring an additional 6-month supplemental feeding (high protein nutrients) and psycho-
social counseling program for pregnant and breastfeeding women in the 4 villages :  Chaung Gyi (95 
women), Kyun Chin (87 women), Lay Yua (80 women) and Lake Kyun (60 women).  

Food Distribution

In food distribution, AMURT’s role is that of a well-wisher.  We purchase the food items in bulk and repack 
them into household size packages which are then distributed through trusted local community groups. 
Our policy is to reach out to the most remote villages which have received no aid or very little aid.  Most of 
them can be reached only by boat.  Up till June 25, 2008, AMURT’s local operators had distributed food 
packages to 3,686 households in 20 villages.  

Our distribution teams are now able to handle several villages in one trip because they now have storage 
contacts in the delta area so they do not need to return all the way to Yangon to reload the trucks.  The 
villagers are also now coming in their own boats to collect the goods to be distributed in their villages.  This 
saves our team time as well as transportation costs.



Food distribution May-June 2008

date delivery tour households
2008-05-15 Twa Chaung 580

   
   
   
   

2008-05-20 Akay 593
2008-05-20 Akay Chaung Wa  

   
   
   
   

2008-05-24 Thandet 370
   
   
   
   
   

2008-05-25 Kyaik Lat 129
   
   
   
   
   

2008-05-31 Guey Gone upper  
2008-05-31 Guey Gone lower 163
2008-05-31 Kyon Lott  

   
   
   

2008-06-09 Kansu 156
2008-06-09 Lake Kyun 137
2008-06-10 Kyun Chin 339
2008-06-10 Ase 165

2008-06-10
Kayin ni su / Mai Ga 
Nan 101

2008-06-10 Kyun Ka Do 108
   
   
   

2008-06-14 Phya Gyi Gone 92
2008-06-14 Nyaung Lone 117
2008-06-14 Kyun Hoke 152
2008-06-15 Than phat 48

   
   

2008-06-18 Aye Su 114
2008-06-18 Kyoo Kyar 72
2008-06-19 Kun Tai Lay 82
2008-06-19 Kwin Pon 168

   
   
   
 total 3,686



Distribution of Non-Food Items (NFI) 

The distribution of Household Relief Kits to seven villages will start in July.  Each kit will contain pots and 
frying pans, mosquito nets, jerry cans for water storage and blankets. 

Integrated Development

AMURT’s engineers and architects are currently working on a master plan for the all-round rehabilitation 
of 6 villages, including the reconstruction of housing, water sanitation, health and infrastructure facilities, 
and eventually livelihood activities as well.    

We will start with the reconstruction of 436 houses in four villages in Kywe Tha Lin Kone and Thone Dat 
Village Tracts, all in Dedaye Township.  These four villages were selected after assessing 27 communities on 
the basis of utter poverty – the inhabitants of these four villages are farmer families who do not own their 
own land apart from their houses which are now destroyed.  They scrape out a meager living by working as 
seasonal labour for landowners.  

AMURT’s house design is that of a stronger version of the traditional village house consisting of a 
reinforced bamboo structure that can resist strong winds.  Work is expected to start this July.  Local labour 
will be employed and the construction process is expected to take 75 plus days.

  
 


